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About CAAGe 
CAAGe is a volunteer organisation dedicated to raising awareness of adult grooming, groomers and 
the damage they cause, as well as seeking solutions and support for those harmed by these 
activities. 

It is currently able to offer a listening service, counselling services, campaign and campaign support, 
and to signpost support. 

Grooming is the forming of a relationship (sexual, friendship or professional) for purposes harmful to 
the target but not declared as such. It has two elements – intent and consent. Did the abuser intend 
to harm the victim from the outset? And would the victim have consented to the relationship had 
they known the intent? 

The Scope of Our Response 
Our response includes informed opinions on  

 The prevention of violence (primary prevention) or further violence (secondary prevention).  
 The current effectiveness of interventions in either preventing/reducing further VAWG or 

reducing risk factors for violence in responding to survivors' needs.  

We have limited our response to areas where we feel uniquely or valuably placed to comment. 
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Summary of Recommendations 
1. Policy Change 

 VAWG should, as the name suggests, be about women and girls. 
 Transitioning and trans people, and men, deserve a separate strategy addressing 

their particular needs. 
 Work with Google for technical solutions to certain abuses of its system 
 Working with the Ann Craft Trust on safeguarding adults in sport 

2. Structural Change 
 Restructuring policing 
 Support and better mental health provision for police officers 
 Summary dismissal of offending police officers 
 Addressing access to justice 
 More female judges 
 Review of social services provision 
 Support for women’s refuges 
 Support of professional organisations to ensure registration of professionals and 

removal of all who fail to meet standards inc solicitors, counsellors, etc 
3. Training 

 Training for police and judges  
 Training for teachers and heads 
 Providing guides to victims for reporting and producing evidence  
 Training of journalists for reporting VAWG correctly 

4. Legal Change 
 Defining consent in law  
 A review of misuse of the law to target and silence victims 
 Automatic exclusion from ALL Universities for men who rape on canvas 
 Protection for whistle blowers 
 Review of Rape by Deception laws  
 Obligatory, supervised training for offenders 
 Regulation of dating sites and of intermediary professions including agencies for 

modelling, acting, musicians, etc 
 Accountability and evidence cooperation of social media sites 

5. Awareness Campaigns 
 Consent - more than a cup of tea 
 Staying safe on social media  
 Awareness of different types of counselling 

6. Research areas 
 Examine how solicitors are held to account 
 Research into the penal system and reoffence  
 Why taxi drivers offend 
 Religion and VAWG 
 Protection for women in small businesses and startups 
 Disability and VAWG 
 The dark web  
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DEFINING VAWG 
Definitions 
Any Strategy addressing VAWG has three initial challenges. 

 What is a woman? 
 What is a girl? 
 What is violence? 

The following is our use of these definitions in this response. 

What is a woman? 
Our belief is that a woman is a someone who was born female, or who has fully transitioned to 
become female. 

Women who identify as men need separate consideration, as do transvestite and transitioning 
communities. Transgender and gender non-binary (TGNB) individuals are increasing in numbers and 
have unique needs and deserve separate consideration.. 

As with any minority group which is discriminated against, women who have fully transitioned also 
need extra protections.  

Men face a different set of challenges when addressing violence and harms against them. They fully 
deserve separate, in depth, consideration. 

What is a girl? 
A girl is a female child or young woman. 

There is much talk about gender dysphoria. We are not specialists in this field, an area which we are 
attempting to address. 

What is violence? 
Violence is defined by WHO as “the intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, 
against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high 
likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment, or deprivation”. 

The Violence Prevention Alliance also presents a typology of violence that “can be a useful way to 
understand the contexts in which violence occurs and the interactions between types of violence”.  

These are physical; sexual; psychological attack; and deprivation.  

Interpersonal violence includes violence between individuals including family, intimate partners and 
community. In this way we include child maltreatment; intimate partner violence; elder abuse;  both 
acquaintance and stranger violence; youth violence; violence related to property crimes; and 
violence in workplaces and other institutions. 

Collective violence refers to violence committed by larger groups of individuals and can be 
subdivided into social, political and economic violence. 

With such a wide variety of topics to address, it will be hard to place priorities and address each in 
depth. 
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Justice - Policing and the Law 
It is almost impossible for women to get justice within the current system. With only 2% of reported 
rapes resulting in conviction, it is easy to understand why women don’t report. 

Moreover, there is a tendency to victim blame. High profile cases have included notes about what a 
woman was wearing, either outside or underneath; the amount of alcohol or previous connection 
with the (alleged) rapist; being too loud; having reported rape previously. 

For people who’ve been groomed into a toxic relationship, whatever the groomer’s desired outcome 
(sex, marriage, money, information), the problem starts the moment people step foot inside the 
police station. 

Research results 
Sample size - 136 victims of adult grooming, 10 male, all aged 18 or over, from a mixed range of 
backgrounds, religions and sexual persuasions. Notably, 20% of respondents had a disability, 
something we will address later in this submission. 

Their groomers were 85% male, and only 8% used a false identity. These abusers are hidden in plain 
sight. Most are white, and many hold positions of authority. Their abuse ranges from marriage fraud  
and theft, to befriending for financial gain or access to information. 

Many victims remain unsure of their groomer’s true intent. 

60% of victims knew their abuser through work or social and sporting activities, and 27% know that 
their abuser had studied their social media or dating profile to manipulate the victim and enable 
their abuse. 

The abuse stretched from three months to over 20 years. Just over 10% did not appear to have any 
other known victims. Almost 20% had at least eight other known victims. 

Of the victims, at least 60% describe the consequences of the abuse to be severe. 

Many note that they did not report to the police as the abuser made threats, deleted evidence, or 
stayed just the right side of the law to make reporting hard. Many didn’t report due to feelings of 
shame or pointlessness. 

 

 Statement 2 I had to record and organise evidence myself. 
 Statement 4 I would advise others to report to the police 
 Statement 6 I would advise others to report to the police 
 Statement 8 The police were polite but could do nothing 
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Less than 6% will be taken through the court system. 

Those who did report because a crime was committed felt that they were not taken seriously, that 
the police laughed at evidence or at the victim, that they were viewed as ‘fair game, and that the 
police did not want to ruin the perpetrators career or reputation. 

Anecdotally we heard several cases of police undertaking welfare checks on those who were 
groomed away from home interviewing the victims in front of their abusers – the people coercing 
them. Furthermore, the police seem reluctant to gather evidence to back victim statements, and in 
one case a woman who was raped with a sex toy was advised to throw it away as  

The legal situation 
Our belief is that by being able to identify grooming and groomers, online and off, many legal 
offences can be avoided. 

Adult grooming is not currently illegal. 

The currently illegal activity that many groomers of adults engage in includes coercive control, theft, 
human trafficking, modern day slavery, stalking, harassment, rape, theft, FGM and paedophilia 
(grooming the parents or professionals for access). 

Harmful activity which has been rendered legal includes rape by deception, due to the ‘SpyCops’ 
case judgement. This is currently being challenged and needs changing urgently. 

The things that need addressing legally include protection for whistleblowers and abuse of existing 
laws like harassment, stalking, copyright, and defamation laws to silence victims.  

Moreover, we hear time and again about young girls who are groomed / young enough to be 
statutory rape. However, when they reach the age of consent, even if they were coerced into crime, 
slavery or prostitution, the legal system and professionals view their activities as ‘lifestyle choices’. 
Many women who were groomed as children have criminal records for soliciting and other crimes – 
just an example of how the victims become criminalised. 

Officers who abuse 
Many victims have experienced previous traumas. When they turn up to report ‘hysterical’, upset, 
incoherent, not really understanding what has happened, the police are less than sympathetic, and 
many leave feeling disbelieved. 

Moreover, many find themselves the wrong side of the law when their abusers accuse them of 
harassment and stalking when they have ‘whistle blown’. 

Sadly, some have been groomed by police officers preying on ‘vulnerable victims’ when they come 
into the police station. Similarly, many traumatised officers go on to abuse and coercively control 
their romantic partners. 

Many are allowed to retire with no loss of status or office before their cases are heard.  

In our view, any officer who breaks the law in these ways is guilty of a double misconduct. Victims 
coming to them expecting help experience double trauma.  
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Judges 
There are very few female judges, and there is evidence that whilst there are some enlightened male 
judges, the career trajectory to become a judge necessarily means that they are an older cohort. 

This is great in terms of experience but often carries with it some old fashioned views of the World 
where women are modest, stay home with the children and defer to their husbands. Helena 
Kennedy explains this concept brilliantly in her book Eve was Shamed. She would be a perfect 
advocate for change within the legal system. 

There are two main areas in which we are concerned that abuse is perpetuated in courts.  

1. The use of family courts to tie women to their abusers with inappropriate childcare orders. If 
a man has been violent or abusive to his intimate partner, why would he be awarded 
custody and unlimited access. 

2. Women are considered to have contributed to their abuse through mental illness, clothing 
choices, lifestyle choices.  

We would like to see a thorough education programme updating judges on laws and approaches 
when addressing VAWG issues. 

Recommendation - Separation of relationship crimes from other policing 
Things that the police do well, within the confines of what we deal with, include 

 Safety and wellbeing checks 
 Breaking up immediate fights 
 Policing events  
 Theft  

These things are immediate, adrenaline driven. 

More complex things, like stalking, unsolicited nudes, coercive control etc are generally less well 
handled.  

We cannot, as a society, expect the same police officer to come in from a murder enquiry and find 
sympathy for someone they consider to be whinging about someone the victim should, in their 
opinion, have left. They often express limited empathy and appear to disbelieve the victims, who are 
often already struggling to make sense of what has happened.  

In our opinion, there are good reasons to separate the functions, for the sake of the victims, who 
often fear entering a police station, for the sake of the officers who are expected to swing from a 
high adrenaline role to a more caring role, and to properly communicate across interested parties 
such as the health system, social services, support charities etc. We will note later the role of mental 
health services in improving the outcome for victims. 

Access to justice is a real issue for many victims. Legal actions cost a lot of money, and solicitors are 
out of the financial reach for victims, many of whom are experiencing divorce, loss of employment 
etc as a result of being groomed. 

Producing useful evidence is tough and the police do not offer any help or guidelines. 

Further Recommendations - policing and legal 
Our recommendations include 
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1. A full review of policing. The current regional structure means that abusers operating cross 
country, or who have committed an offence outside of their own area, are not visible to 
other forces. This is costly and inefficient, and serves the abuser, not the victim. 

2. A review of misuse of the law to target and silence victims. 
3. Training for police, including guidelines for interviewing potential victims as part of 

wellbeing checks, and an understanding of trauma. This would also help them to understand 
what is happening with their colleagues, and intervene before traumatised colleagues 
offend, overstep the mark or self harm. 

4. Separation of relationship crimes from other policing. 
5. Easier access to the law. Legal aid applies to so few people that the majority of people are 

unable to access legal support. It is largely left to charities to advise on the legal position 
with regard to any abuse. 

6. Providing guides to victims for reporting and producing evidence which the police can use. 
7. Mental health services for officers, and strong whistle blowing mechanisms, need to be in 

place for the police service. Once these support mechanisms are in place, officers who abuse 
should be summarily dismissed from the service. The public, especially women who have 
already been subjected to abuse, deserve to be able to trust in the integrity of the officers 
who serve them and hold officers as exemplars of good conduct. 

Solicitors 
For many victims, a solicitor becomes essential. 

However, their services are expensive and variable, and they often seem to traumatise the victims 
more than they were already traumatised. 

We have heard of solicitors demanding salacious details of victims, then refusing to represent them. 

The SRA, meanwhile, has solicitors best interests at heart, not the customer’s, or indeed justice. 

CAAGe would like to see this looked into further, as we are aware of solicitors who abuse, but only 
have anecdotal information to this effect. 
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Consent 
It is somewhat ironic that rules of consent around receiving an email are clearer than rules of 
consent to sexual activity and handing over money. 

In GDPR we have a very clear definition of consent, which must be freely given, specific, informed 
and unambiguous. 

CAAGe would like to see definition applied to sex, particularly in the absence of effective rape by 
deception legislation, and other deceits, including forming relations for extracting money, to gain 
citizenship, to access data and information, etc 

This would offer recourse to those who are deceived into relationships causing intense harm. 
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Education System 
 

It is hard to believe that in this day and age, youngsters are given opportunities to discuss consent, 
but in ‘cup of tea’ terms. This is a great start, but fails to examine coercion and manipulation. This 
needs addressing. Urgently. 

Teachers are not social workers, but they are uniquely placed to see, in normal times, when children 
are lacking self confidence, falling behind, self harming, missing school etc. Too often these signs of 
abuse, to them or around them in their home settings, are missed and thorough training should be 
part of their formation curriculum. There are numerous INSET training days that could be used to 
focus on this aspect of their roles - children with problems are likely to underperform educationally, 
so it is in the education system’s interest to address barriers to learning. Social and pastoral care 
have been the first victims of budget cuts, and are suffering more than ever under COVID 
regulations. This is shortsighted. Prevention will always be better than a cure. 

We have seen numerous cases of adult groomers signing up as governors and to PTAs, not for access 
to children. Whilst schools are well aware of the need to safeguard children, they are cavalier about 
safeguarding the adults who offer them support.  Heads need training. 

Rape on campus needs to be taken seriously. Any man who rapes on campus should be excluded 
from all UK educational establishments for a period of ten years, and subjected to the justice system. 
No consideration should be given to their ‘glowing futures’ or sporting prowess.  
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Offenders  
Whilst there is something of an urban myth around what happens to men who abuse women and 
children in prison, this seems little deterrent. 

Indeed, there are signs that putting people into prison increases their access to other offenders. 

However, prison sentences give a clear message about how we as a society view the crime 
committed, and right now the message is that women don’t matter. 

Moreover, we now have men who suddenly decide to self define as women simply to get what they 
perceive as an easier prison life, and then offend against women in the women’s prisons. Whilst 
people are aware of this, little seems to be being done in order to protect women, placing the needs 
of a minority community ahead of women, around half of the UK population. We had already made 
note of the need to treat transitioning and transvestite women as a separate group with separate 
needs. This applies to the prison service as much as anyone else. For as along as this is allowed to 
continue, not only are women at risk but men who genuinely self identify as women.  

The question of what works to prevent reoffending has never been given priority. Studies have been 
disparate and short term. However, there seems to be a case for training, education and counselling, 
but over an extended and monitored period of time. Whilst this requires funding, which is barely 
available, it would reduce the burden on the police, the legal system, the health system and the 
prison services. It is therefore madness not to address this in formal and sustained way. 

A 2003 case series of four programmes over four years found that some programmes had achieved a 
clear reduction in physical and psychological abuse, and that the vast majority of men were able to 
sustain non-violent behaviour. 

Various treatment factors affect effectiveness of programmes including length of programme, 
attendance levels, court-control, risk monitoring, community involvement, and prior gender specific 
group interventions.  

Youth with a history of alcohol and substance abuse are likely to reoffend. 

There is considerable evidence that when women who have financial independence and somewhere 
to go, such as a women’s refuge, men have less of a hold and are therefore less likely to reoffend. 

Treatment of offenders cannot be separated from other societal problems.  

However, many interventions focus on the victim, when in fact there is nothing wrong with them - 
it’s the abuser who should be receiving the ‘treatment’, whilst the victim receives support. 

We recommend detailed study into offenders and the factors which prevent recividism (re-offence). 
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Social Services 
Social services are at the frontline of helping families.  

The service is radically underfunded, and opportunities to save women and girls are being missed. 

This clearly needs addressing, and again, would reduce pressure on medical services, policing, the 
education system, the legal system, and more. 

There is, however, a need to educate social workers in the tactics used to deceive them, and to 
understand the use of children as pawns for abusers. 

There is also a vital role for social services to play in the care system. Young girls in care are often 
groomed into prostitution, drug running or other lifestyles that are toxic to their wellbeing. 

The failures in cases like Rotherham were not simply to do with racism. These girls were and are 
being let down by the people who were supposed to be looking after them. 

It has never been easy to look after teenagers. It never will be. But we have to put care back into the 
care system if we are to prevent further mass abuses. 
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Traditional Media  
The media, both print and broadcast, plays a key role in the presentation of VAWG to the public. 

Some are happy to raise issues, by calling on case studies and interviewing specialists. A proper,  full 
on awareness raising campaign would be incredible and could save the system money and help 
prevent abuse - and some of the soaps have played a major role in raising issues. 

In particular, the role of bystanders could be addressed. We are aware that would be helpers can 
become colluders. 

However, there is also an education role. How many times do we see the sympathy in headlines for 
destroyed careers and laudible citizens who have digressed, and women who were drunk or scantily 
clad, or in a nightclub or other ‘den of iniquity’, implying some kind of contributory action. An 
outreach training programme through the NCTJ might prove useful in this context. 

This should education around the presentation of victims of grooming, ‘sex work’, financial fraud etc. 
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Social Media 
Social media is an incredible phenomena, which amplifies both the good and bad in humanity. At the 
touch of a button. 

It offers easy access to people, and to their information, which for a victim can be both a good and a 
bad thing. It also breeds a kind of narcissism / people can present themselves as they lease, often as 
people that they are not. 

The largest networks are no longer garage startups, but multi/national corporations, including 
Facebook, Twitter and Apple. 

There is a strong case now for requiring them to regulate what is appearing on their networks, if not 
at the point of posting, at very least at time of reporting. 

Moreover, they should be obliged to provide contact details for the police in the UK when they need 
information to be able to pursue an abuser. It has been our experience that vital information is often 
withheld, and the case of Nicola Brookes in 2012 should be a warning to all of us about the role that 
these networks can have in perpetuating abuse. 

It currently seems that it is more OK to abuse women or protect their abusers than to hold a political 
opinion. 

Too many times information seen on Facebook or TikTok is presented as truth, and information 
posted  is often used against victims. Moreover, levels of online abuse, particularly of campaigners 
for women’s justice, have reached ridiculous levels, and the networks should be doing more to make 
their spaces safe for users and campaigners, rather than for offenders. 

This world is evolving fast, and laws will necessarily lag. There will therefore need to be close and 
ongoing co/operation to help prevent this ongoing abuse, which includes death threats.   

Online and offline abuse cannot be treated as separate from each other. Often stalking in person 
becomes online stalking, and vice versa. Abuse that starts online becomes deliveries to a door, car 
tyres let down, death threats through the post, and escalates from there. 

The time has come for both regulation and for stronger cooperation, as well as for public education. 

There is a strong case, for example, for identity checks online. There is always room for spoof 
accounts. On Twitter, pretending to be, and tweet as, the Queen at big events is amusing. It’s pretty 
obvious that an account like Fifty Sheds of Grey is a spoof account. Pretending to be a footballer, 
delivered with humour, is fun. Pretending to be a footballer to abuse or defraud is not. It won’t be 
simple, but must be possible. 

There are several things that feel we should note 

 We noted above that our own research into grooming shows that 27% know that their 
abuser had studied their social media or dating profile to manipulate the victim and enable 
their abuse. 

 The average police officer doesn’t know the difference between Facebook and FaceTime. 
This difference matters to the ways that these are used to abuse and what information is 
available. There is a case for deeper training, and whilst we need specialist forensics to help 
with evidence, for other purposes the online and offliner worlds merge. 

 Police officers register each report of abuse as a separate crime, with a separate crime 
number. Someone liking and unliking a post, for example, can send a clear message to a 
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victim that they are being watched whilst leaving no permanent digital trace. On its own, 
however, it seems very minor. The current infrastructure stands in the way of getting 
abusers caught, or even noted on the police system. 
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The Internet 
 

The Dark Web 
By some estimates, what happens on the WWW is little more than 6% of what happens.  

Behind the closed doors of the dark web the rest is going on. 

We have anecdotal evidence that 

 The dark web is being used by groomers to establish ‘best practise’ for groomers, including 
the warm up, lovebombing and the discard 

 The dark web is being used to coordinate abusive harassment technique 

 

Google for Abuse 
Use of Google is being used to harm victims in various ways, including 

 Googles reporting mechanisms are being used to attack victims who whistleblow. If they 
have a blogging or social media presence, abusers falsely report them, resulting in further 
damage to the victim. 

 Offenders are using their right to be forgotten to take existing materials regarding abusers 
out of the search results. 

 And Google is showing results in searches that may contain inaccuracies. 

We note the following challenges 

 Google is a company and has the right to make its own rules and policies within the law 
 The service is free to use  
 Google has become an almost ubiquitous utility 
 Google faces conflicting priorities and ethical considerations – for example working with the 

police in the UK, with all it’s faults, is very different to working with the police in a repressive 
regime, but Google needs to standardise its policies for clarity 

 Freedom of speech and censorship are complex issues with two sides of each coin 
 

However, Google is no longer a funky startup, but a multinational corporation with some of the best 
technologies in the World being cleverly deployed. 

Google should be engaged to see what is feasible and helpful if well briefed with the stories of how 
abuse is being perpetrated via their service. They  may have technical suggestions that we haven’t 
even imagined. 
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Dating Sites 
Dating sites are like a sweetshop for abusers. 

Whilst dating sites are now one of the most popular ways of meeting a romantic or sexual partner, 
they are also places that line people up for selection. 

Dating sites should owe a duty of protection to their users, yet few take seriously any reports of 
suspicious or abusive activity. 

Moreover, few people realise that these site ‘white label’ and as a user you may appear on sites that 
you have not registered for. This must surely break GDPR rules, but a blind eye seems to be turned 
to them. 

Their attitude is ‘I got you a date’, so they’ve succeeded. However, someone who signs up for Single 
Parent Dating and ends up on ‘Redhead dating’, ‘Busty Blonde Dating’ or ‘Date an Islamic Bird’ - titles 
invented for the sake of illustration - or similar are unlikely to feel quite the same way. Controlling 
this would be just one way of preventing abuse. 

Some sites are also abusive by nature – Russian Brides, Sugar Daddies, etc. These sites are entered 
into by consenting adults, but whilst the Russian woman looking to escape or the poor girl looking 
for a ‘sugar daddy’ may find themselves brought into a nightmare rather than achieve a dream.  

(The reverse applies. We have spoken to men who have lost everything as a result of these sites. 
However, the context of this report is VAWG.)   

We would recommend a thorough review of how dating sites operate, their checks and balances for 
protecting their clients. 
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Workplace Abuse 
We are specifically concerned with grooming as part of VAWG. Almost 60% of victims knew their 
grooming abuser through the workplace or a club or sports organisation. 

There are several groups that deserve research and attention. 

The caring professions 
Counsellors, medics, carers - these people are often kind, empathetic people, and grooming them 
for abuse is attractive on two levels for abusers. Firstly, for a psychopath, being able to put one over 
on a mental health professional is a challenge. And secondly, that kindness and willingness to see 
the best in people is attractive.  

The reverse side of the coin is professionals who abuse. They have intimate access to their patients 
and their patients   

It is possible to act as a counsellor with very little training or experience, and awareness of how to 
choose your counsellor, particularly for victims, as we’ll see, is vital. 

There are professional organisations, and they should be supported to ensure registration of 
professionals and removal of all who fail to meet standards. 

Taxi Drivers 
One of our own volunteers was saved by a taxi driver following a rape at knife point, so it goes 
against the grain to mention this group as needing some kind of regulation to protect women and 
girls.  

Why? 

John Warboys. The Operation Sanctuary. Rochdale Grooming Gangs. North Wales Grooming Gangs. 

Need we say more? 

Intermediaries 
Any profession where an intermediary is required to ‘open the door’ means girls and women are 
open to abuse. 

Modelling  

There are numerous written accounts where girls have been groomed including the books Please Let 
Me Go by Caitlin Spencer, Clare Grays’s What Lies Behind the Curtain. There are endless articles 
online about photography scams.  And it’s been established that Ghislaine Maxwell was acting as a 
model scout to lure in victims from Jeffrey Epstein. 

If advertisers won’t take their responsibilities seriously, it’s time to regulate. 

And to ensure that respectable agencies get the word out about the protections they put in place. 

And to regulate! 

Acting 
The Casting Couch is real. And it shouldn’t be. 

We must learn from the lessons that emerged from the Weinstein case and current accusations 
being made of abuse by co/workers. 
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Too often, the casting couch is the smallest problem - agents send young women to jobs that include 
porn movies. 

It may be time to regulate casting agencies, talent agencies, and talent management. 

Academia 
Abuse by professors and tutors is more common than we believe. 

These tutors are able to influence a student’s results, and will often have strong enough networks to 
ensure that victims who speak up will be ignored or disbelieved, at best. 

It is time to persuade universities to take this seriously, and to find ways to protect female students 
and staff of whatever age. 

This, along with rape on campus, should be as much a measure of a Universities’ success as students 
coming out into careers and quality of degrees and post graduate research. 

Small businesses 
Small businesses, notably startups, are notorious. 

The only person to complain to may be the abuser or the abuser’s partner. 

There is almost no protection against workplace abuse for this size of organisation, and 
organisations like the CBI and IoD are paid for by, and there to promote the interests of, directors, 
not their staff. 

Unions in small businesses are ineffective. 

Whilst the media do take an interest, women who report often then find themselves unemployable. 
The majority will simply leave. 

Workmates will often reject and disbelieve them or try and support the abuser for reasons ranging 
from power and promotion to ‘the boys club’. 

CAAGe would recommend research into interventions that could help, and ways to hold abusers to 
account. 

Funding firms 
Venture capitalists and seed funders sometimes also have a casting couch! 

It is easy to coerce female entrepreneurs when their hopes and dreams rely on external funding. 
Only around 3% of VC funding goes to female run businesses. A similar amount goes to seed funders. 

By legislating transparency in these organisations about female investors and board members, and 
female run businesses – investees – we might be able to not only encourage the participation of 
women in startups, but offer the venture capitalists and angel investors an interest in women as 
something other than objects to use at will. 
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Religious Abuse 
If we want to seriously tackle harm to women and girls, we must raise some difficult questions. 

 What is it in the culture of Pakistani men that allows them to view young white women as 
prey? What role can the majority of Muslims play in putting this right? 

 FGM is a barbaric practise, largely calling on ‘religion’ or ‘culture’ to condone it. We support 
all efforts to educate and stamp out this practise, which we know are in motion. 

 There is something within the Jewish faith that, despite the religion being a fairly 
matriarchal, supportive, culture, allows monsters like Weinstein and Epstein to emerge. An 
area for research might be the way that Jewish men are given a special status. 

 Why is the Catholic Church, and the Protestant Church, not taking stronger action against 
clergy abuse? 

 What action can be taken with regard to abusive cults? And to those that present as yoga 
classes? 
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Disability 
We have some serious concerns about young adults with learning difficulties including autism being 
more easily groomed for abuse. 

We have had repeated calls from parents and friends of these young people, concerned for their 
wellbeing. The police have been relatively good at making safety check visits, although, as 
mentioned previously, keeping the suspected abuser in the room whilst interviewing is poor 
practise. However, their definition of ability to consent is whether the individual understands what 
they are doing. 

Sex and disability is a minefield area. Every young person has the right to a sex life and also to make 
mistakes. 

However, some of these young people appear to be in evidently abusive relationships, requiring 
regular visits to cash points or being asked to perform tasks for their ‘boyfriends’. 

We don’t have enough data to address this as yet, but feel that it’s something that deserves 
attention. 

Whilst we are on the subject of disability, although these are probably not noted conditions, CAAGe 
has also supported various victims of male abusers with penis deformities and tiny penis syndrome. 
These people need access to mental health support BEFORE they abuse. 
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The Mental Health System 
The mental health system serves victims very poorly, especially victims of abuse. 

Victims of abuse are often pathologized, seen as neurotic, needy, co/dependent, and given labels to 
describe their illness rather than their symptoms. PTSD, CPTSD, BPD. Self harming is seen as a 
problem of the individual rather than a symptom of abuse.  

Even traditional counselling has a tendency towards ‘let’s have a look at your childhood’. 

The minute someone has a label, it’s incredibly hard to shift it. 

And it often feels like victim blaming. 

There needs to be, as previously mentioned, a monitoring of counsellors, but also a wider awareness 
of trauma treatments and approaches. 

The current system affords long waits, when it is clear that the sooner that victims obtain 
counselling, the better their outcome. When they do finally access the system, often treatments are 
limited to specific types of treatments rather than what the victim needs, for example CBT instead of 
more trauma informed approaches. 

As it is becoming increasingly evident that a person who has been abused and/or traumatised again, 
this is a short sighted and expensive approach. 

 93% of grooming victims revealed that they have mental health issues as a result of the 
grooming. 

 Almost 70% had to take time off work. 
 Less than 70% were offered therapy. 
 There is anecdotal evidence that couples’ therapy can be used by groomers as a for of 

coercion. 

(Over half of those who responded to our research survey found counselling helpful, 32% felt that 
they didn’t yet know.( 

The saving to the medical system, to the police service, to the prisons and criminal justice system, 
and even to the insurance industry, would more than pay for better provision, especially with regard 
to groomed individuals. 
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Sports and Social Settings 
 

Safeguarding training is extended to many adults looking after youngsters, and the responsible 
adults need DBS checks. 

However, women in sports experience a range of abuses that men are not subjected to. 

For example, women in high kneel canoes have had to fight hard against internal examinations. Men 
who self identify as women are being allowed to compete against them, having had all of the 
advantages afforded to male athletes. Female athletes are sometimes sexually coerced in order to 
get access to training and funding. 

We refer people to the Ann Craft Trust for their Safeguarding Adults in Sport and Activity, a project 
funded by Sport England, Sport Wales and UK Sport to help National Governing Bodies, Active 
Partnerships, regional partnerships and sport and activity organisations to develop best practice in 
safeguarding adults at risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


